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We are a non-profit community development corporation working 
to enhance the quality of life in Walnut Hills.

A Walnut Hills that is vibrant, safe, healthy, and inclusive for all. 
We believe a quality place should be accessible to everyone.

FOCUS AREAS

Annual Report 20164

Protection of
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Enhanced 
Public Spaces
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$860,000 from the 
City of Cincinnati to help 
fund the development of 

Peebles Corner

$250,000 
in tax credits for 

Trevarren Flats and 
Chatham developments

250 UNITS 
of housing in

predevelopment 
on and around Peebles 

Corner
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REAL ESTATE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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At the WHRF, we believe an enhanced built environment is the platform for 
social growth and an improved quality of life for our residents. This is why in 
2016 our real estate strategy focused on mixed-use development that created 
dozens of permanent full-time jobs for the neighborhood. 

Trevarren Flats created 8,000 square feet of retail space, leased its 30 
new apartments in record time, and was awarded the Cincinnati Pres-
ervation Association’s “Preservation Excellence Award”.

 Just Q’in, Video Archive, and Cincy Stories have opened their doors in 
the new development.

We awarded THRIVE grants to Gomez Salsa and Just Q’in BBQ, and 
Façade Improvement grants to Race Refrigeration, White Whale 
Tattoo, and Landlocked Social House.

We received the Duke Energy Revitalization Grant for the Durner 
Building and Century Theatre, $860,000 from the City of Cincinnati 
for three different buildings in the business district, and  $500,000 for 
the minority co-working space in the Durner Building.



Properties on East McMillan and Chatham streets received funding this year to start rehabilitation.
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Gomez Salsa, Video Archive, and Just Q’in BBQ are now serving specialty food and cocktails.

Construction has begun in the Bank Building.

All apartments were leased in Trevarren Flats during their first year of operation, and the project was 
awarded the Cincinnati Preservation Association’s “Preservation Excellence Award”.
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING,  OUTREACH, & EQUITY

53 hours 
of meetings for the 
Reinvestment Plan 

with residents, 
businesses, and 

stakeholders
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1 PLAN 
completed and adopted 

by the Walnut Hills 
Area Council and the 
City of Cincinnati for 

community 
redevelopment

6 REACH 
homes under 

construction in the 
Southwest Quadrant 

at Copelen Street

We identified strategies to preserve, rehab, and upgrade low-income 
units in the neighborhood, maintaining the level of subsidized housing 
at 24%.

Through our Reinvestment Plan outreach meetings, MKSK and the 
RF were able to engage with residents from the 
different areas of Walnut Hills.

Scholar House is a project in predevelopment on East McMillan that 
will bring 40 subsidized apartments for single parents enrolled in 
college with onsite daycare.

We received a $100,000 grant from the Robert C. Griswold 
Foundation for Food Access and Urban Farming.

As Walnut Hills continues to grow, we believe it is critical that those who live 
here now are able to grow with the neighborhood. In 2016 we focused on retain-
ing and improving affordable housing units, developed a redevelopment plan 
with the neighborhood, and continued our partnerships with neighborhood 
stakeholders such as the Walnut Hills Area Council.



The Reinvestment plan meetings in early 2016 took place in various locations around Walnut 
Hills, such as the Bush Recreation Center, the Dr. Dillard building, and the local elementary 
school.

Peebles Corner will soon see new revitalization with the announcement of historic tax credits, 
new market tax credits, and grants from state and local funding sources. Office,                    
mixed-residential, and commercial are uses planned for Paramount Square in 2017.

The Alms building is one of the key buildings in our effort to preserve, maintain, and increase the 
quality of affordable apartment units in Walnut Hills. The REACH home program came to 
Cincinnati late this year and will be marketed as a home-ownership program for people looking to 
make Walnut Hills their permanent home.
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“Creative Placemaking: any creative or artistic effort to make a 
particular community stronger.” -WHRF

Events & Creative Placemaking

1,000 lbs 
of produce donated 
to Open Door Soup 
Kitchen & Walnut 
Hills Food Pantry
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87 Hours 
of artistic 

performances from  
WHRF events 

this year

over over
33 HighFives

shared in Walnut 
Hills to spread 

neighborhood pride 
and positivity

We believe community events hold the key to a strong support system and are 
instrumental to cultivating a feeling of warmth, safety, and place. Through vari-
ous event series, WHRF strives to connect Walnut Hills residents and visitors 
to opportunity through community gatherings and celebrations. 

Art Out Loud brought Walnut Hills artists, poetry lovers, and interested 
first-timers into the Five Points Alley space.

Community Gardens expanded, donating more than 1,000 pounds of pro-
duce to local pantries and soup kitchens.

Construction started on the May Street Foraging Orchard.

Music Off McMillan brought people together through varieties of music 
- especially smooth jazz. 

Cinco at Cinco at Cinco was an event that brought more than 400 people 
to the Five Points Alley.

The Cincinnati Street Food Festival attracted more than 1,500 people.

HighFives brought residents together to show fellow neighbors and busi-
nesses some love through decorated yard signs.
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Fun at the Five 
Points!
MORTAR Pitch 
Night, Music Off 
McMillan, Art Out 
Loud series, and 
seasonal events.

Concord Communi-
ty Garden donated 
over 1,000lbs of 
produce to the 
Open Door Soup 
Kitchen and 
Pantry, workers, 
and volunteers.
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HighFives spread 
neighborhood pride 
and positivity 
through “high 
fiving” neighbors 
and businesses with 
positive yard signs.
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FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

Unrestricted Grants: $165,000 (12%)
Rental Income:      $135,000 (10%)
Fundraising:         $94,000 (7 %)
Fees:                $241,100 (18%)
Restricted Grants:    $701,300 (52%)

Property Management:           $154,297 (12%)
Real Estate &
Economic Development:        $926,893 (72%)
Outreach & Equity:       $120,160 (9%)
Administrative and General: $78,691 (6%)

Expenses
Total: 1,280,041

Revenue
Total: $1,336,900

2015 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
*based on unaudited information
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WHRF grew even stronger financially in 2016. Grant revenue almost doubled, 
sponsorships and donations increased by 50%, and rental income became a 
significant part of our earnings portfolio.  Fee based revenue doubled, linked 
with upcoming community investment of over $40,000,000.

New funding allowed us to continue our mission, including new work 
in creative placemaking, workforce development, health and wellness, 
community gardens and community engagement.

Fundraising events at Just Q’in and Gomez Salsa doubled our reach 
from last year.

We saw a significant increase in our donor base and leveraged 
additional investment in Walnut Hills.

Our strong partnerships with city and financial institutions allowed us 
to pursue multiple large projects, which will transform Peebles Corner 
over the next 24 months. 



“ALL EYES ON 

WALNUT 
HILLS” -CityBeat

“Walnut Hills 
co-working space to be 
entrepreneur hub”

-cincinnati.com

“New, rehabbed 
single-family homes 
coming to Walnut Hills” 

- bizjournals

“$13M Mixed-Use 
Development coming 

to Walnut Hills”
-bizjounals

“At last, a development boom 
in Walnut Hills” -bizjournals

“Fifth annual Cincinnati Street 
Food Festival brings food trucks and 
music to Walnut Hills” - Soapbox Media

“A green tide sweeps across Walnut Hills”- On The Ground, Soapbox Media

“Walnut Hills leaders join 
forces for holistic community 
health”-On The Ground, Soapbox Media

“Walnut Hills serves 
as pilot backdrop in 
local efforts to bolster 
middle class”
-On The Ground, Soapbox Media

“$100M development planning in 
Walnut Hills” - cincinnati.com

IN THE NEWS
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Walnut Hills Redevelopment Foundation
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Thank you to our Sponsors and Donors

Operational Sponsors

Sponsors

Donors

City of Cincinnati
LISC
John C. Griswold Foundation
CDC Association

Haile Foundation
PNC Bank
Fifth Third Bank
Uptown Consortium

Interact for Health
Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Keep Cincinnati Beautiful

Kroger
Huntington Bank
Clean Living Laundry, Inc.
Neyer Properties
Locey Cecil & Associates
First Step Home, Inc.
Cornette/Violetta Architects
Cincinnati Church of the Brethren
Density Holdings

Graydon Head
HGC Construction
Katz Teller
New Republic
Bayer Becker
Talbert House
Misleh Skyline Chili Franchise
Benjamin and Kristen Walters
Children’s Hospital

Gorilla Glue
Thompson MacConnell
Dempsey-Siders
Park National Bank
Walnut Hills Area Council
Photonics Graphics
The Eddy
Lads Entertainment

Jennie Berliant
James and Barbara Bernstein
Hjalmar K. Bjornson
Debra and Robert Chavez
Martin A. Chavez
Richard Duval
Lair and Anna Kennedy Family Fund
Wyant Family Foundation
Alana D. Gerson
Kathryn Gibbons
H. Drew Gores
Thomas C. Hase

Thomas C. Hase
Daniel Hoffheimer
Ed Horgan
Dianne Marcus
Timothy McConnell
John McHugh
Al Merritt
Danny Mouch
Cara E. Nicolas
Toni J. Turner Price
Dianne and Sterling Rice
Judy Rizzo

Andrea Robbins
S.F. Rodgers
Melissa J. Rupe
John Seal
Patsy Schneider
Joshua Shifman
PG Sittenfeld
Judith and Peter Sturm
Barb Stumpf
Maria Walley


